2008 Schedule

(0-0, 0-0 ACC)
Hawthorn Suites Hokie Invite
UMES 7 p.m.
WINSTON-SALEM ST. Noon
COASTAL CAROLINA 7 p.m.
Marshall Tournament
at Marshall
vs. Western Kentucky
vs. East Tennessee St.
Arkansas Tournament
vs. Tennessee Martin
vs. Lamar 3 p.m.
at Arkansas 8 p.m.
UNC Wilmington Tournament
Fri. at UNC Wilmington 7 p.m.
Sat.  vs. UNC Asheville Noon
Tues. VIRGINIA* 7 p.m.
Fri. CLEMSON#* 7 p.m.
Sat. GEORGIA TECH* 6 p.m.
Fri. at Maryland* 7 p.m.

7 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m.

6 p.m.

Maryland-Eastern Shore Lady Hawks at Virginia Tech Hokies
Fri., Aug. 29 at Cassell Coliseum at 7 p.m.
2008 Record: 0-0; vs. VT: 24-4; 2007 Record: 24-4

Winston-Salem State Rams at Virginia Tech Hokies
Sat. Aug. 30 at Cassell Coliseum at Noon
2008 Record: 0-0; vs. VT: 4-26; 2007 Record: 4-26

2007 Record.............. 14-18

Coastal Carolina Chanticleers at Virginia Tech Hokies
Sat., Aug. 30 at Cassell Coliseum at 7 p.m.
2008 Record: 0-0; vs. VT: 15-17; 2007 Record: 15-17

2008 Away Record........ 0-0
2008 ACC Record .......... 0-0
Livestats: www.hokiesports.com, Webcast: www.HokieTV.com

Hokie Invites: Tech is looking for its third consecutive sweep of the Hawthorn Suites Hokie
Invitational. The Hokies defeated William & Mary (3-1), VCU (3-1) and Marshall (3-1) for the
sweep in 2007. Playing in her first three matches as a Hokie, Felicia Willoughby was named to
the All-Tournament team, and would go on to have one of the best rookie campaigns in school
history. In 2006, Taylor Parrish earned MVP honors of the tournament, while the Hokies cruised
to their first Hokie Invite title since 1998, beating George Washington (3-0), Liberty (3-1) and
Appalachian State (3-2).

Scouting the Lady Hawks: The Lady Hawks are coming off a 24-4 season, 10-1 in the Mid-
Eastern Athletic Conference, in 2007. The one loss came in the MEAC Championship, to
perennial conference power Florida A&M. At one point last season, Maryland-Eastern Shore had
won 23 matches in a row. UMES relied on their serve in 2007, leading the country with 2.84 aces
per game. They were also consistent with a .248 hitting percentage, ranking 38th in the nation.

Sun. atBoston College* Noon Scouting the Rams: Winston-Salem State is in its second year of the NCAA transition period
Thurs. at North Carolina 7 p.m. after moving up to the Division | scene. The Rams went 4-26 last season, and return all but one Seri
Fril at NC State* 6 p.m. starter, including Valentina Pushkina who led the team in assists (491) and digs (175). res(r)lﬁjss
Fri. WAKE FOREST* 7 p-m. Scouting the Chanticleers: Coastal Carolina finished 15-17 in 2007, with a 6-6 mark, and a RUPIS
Sat.  DUKE* 6 p.m. fourth-place finish in the Big South. The Chanticleers, like the Rams, only lose one starter. Senior
Fri. FLORIDA STATE* 7 p.m. libero Brett Starbuck leads the team from the back row, after collecting 607 digs last season.
Sat. MIAMI* 6 p.m.
Fri.  at Georgia Tech* 7p.m. VOLLEYBALL |NFORMAT|0N TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE
Sat.  at Clemson* 6 p.m. .
Fri.  NCSTATE* 7 p.m. Head Coach ... Chris Riley (Jacksonville, 93) Friday, August 24
Sat. NORTHCAROLINA*  6pm. NIRULSRAIE (CVPEACIEYE | C Carolinavs. WSSU 4 p.m.
o * VB E-mail crileyl@vt.edu VT vs. UMES 7 p.m.
14 Fri. BOSTON COLLEGE 3 p.m. b hi
Sat.  MARYLAND* PR | YcaratTec R  saturday, August 25
15 Sat. A Record at VT/Career 31-32/175-86 aturday, Augus
20 Thurs. atWake Forest* 7 p.m. Assistant COaches..........uwwrmmsssessssins Shelbylynn McBride C. Carolina vs. UMES  10a.m.
21 Fri.  atDuke* 7 p.m. Jayme Gergen VT vs. WSSU Noon
28 Fri.  atVirginia* 6 p.m. Athletics Communications CONtact. ... Kevin Hunt UMES vs. WSSU 5 p.m.
Office Phone (540) 231-1494 VT vs. C. Carolina 7p.m.
; Office F 540) 231-6984
*Denotes Atlantic Coast Conference match E-m;?l ax kévingﬁ@vt.edu All matches will be played in

All home matches in bold caps
All times local are Eastern and subject to change

Cassell Coliseum and admission
is free of charge.

Athletic Trainer Emily Hutcherson

Volleyball on the Internet............... www.hokiesports.com




Season Openers - The Hokies are 17-14
in season opening contests. Tech is 2-2 since
joining the ACC and 2-0 under Riley. The Hokies
are 7-4 in home season openers, and 25-6 in
home openers. The Hokies kick off the 2008
campaign with their first ever meeting against
Maryland-Eastern Shore.

August Starts- Tech will open the 2008
season in the month of August for the second
straight year. The Hokies are 10-9 overall and 8-2
since 2001 in matches taking place in August.

Tournaments - Since 2006 the Hokies are
12-7 in regular season tournaments. Tech is 6-0
in the in its own Hokie Invite. The Hokies went
2-2in last year’s St. John’s Volleyball Invitational.
It was head coach Chris Riley’s homecoming to
where he coached at for six years as an assistant.
Tech finished up the regular season by posting
a 1-2 record at the Panther Invitational in
Milwaukee, Wis. Tech went 6-3 in regular season
tournaments in 2006.

Program Wins - Virginia Tech celebrated
the program’s 550th win on Oct. 20th of 2007.
The victory came in a 3-1 decision against Wake
Forest in Winston-Salem, N.C. The Hokies are
now sitting on 552 wins.

Sophomore Encore -Felicia Willoughby
shined in her freshman season, netting Tech
single season records in total blocks (172)
and block assists (143). The Pleasanton, Calif,,
native also ranked first on the team in hitting
percentage (.274) and second on the squad in
kills (303) in 2007. Willoughby's star numbers
helped her win the ACC, AVCA East Region and
VaSID Freshman of the Year honors. She was
also named to the All-ACC Freshman team, and
earned honorable mention all-region honors
awarded by the American Volleyball Coaches
Association. Now the only question is, what will
she do for an encore?

Record-Setting Hokies - The Hokies
continue to rise as a blocking power in the
Atlantic Coast Conference. In 2007, with the help
of some powerful middles, the Hokies set team
season records in total bocks, with 394.5, and
block assists, with 611, snapping the previous
bests set in 2006.

Tech’s Record When...
Overall
Home
Away
Neutral
Conference
Home
Away
Non-conference
Vs. Ranked Opponents
Vs. Unranked Opponents.........eeeeeseeeseeennnd
By Games...
3-game Matches
4-game Matches
5-game Matches
Record When...
Leading 1-0.
Leading 2-0.
Trailing 0-1
Trailing 0-2
Leading 2-1
Trailing 1-2
Tied 1-1
Tied 2-2
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PRESEASON RANKINGS
Team Points
Clemson (11) 143
Georgia Tech (1) 130
Duke 119
North Carolina 102
Florida State 84
Virginia 84
Maryland 68
Virginia Tech 66
\IETl 53
Wake Forest 46
Boston College 28
NC State 13

2008 Roster

4
(<)

. Name Pos. Ht. Yr.

Hometown (High School/Previous School)

[eleolofolooNoNo] OO(ID [eleoloofofoloNoNo o]
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Kristen Cunningham
Jillian Gergen
Betsy Horowitz
Taylor Parrish

Erin Leaser

Jessica Emanuele
Justine Record
Michelle Lang
Jessica Woody
Sarah Muioz

Amy Wengrenovich
Jennifer Wiker
Gemma Donovan
Felicia Willoughby
Kirsten Higareda
Alison Blasingame
Kirsty Blue

MB
DS
MB
OH
S
OH
OH
)
L
OH
OH
OH
)
MB
L
OH
MB

6-1
5-6
6-2
6-0
5-10
5-10
5-8
6-0
5-7
5-11
5-10
6-3
5-6
6-0
5-4
6-2
6-1

r-Sr.
r-Jr.
Jr.
Jr.
Fr.
r-Fr.
Fr.
Jr.
Fr.
Sr.
So.
Fr.
Jr.
So.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

Fairfax Station, Va. (Robinson/Univ. of Ky.)
Topeka, Kan. (Washburn Rural/Neb.-Kearney)
Charlotte, N.C. (South Mecklenburg)
Brentwood, Tenn. (Harpeth Hall)
Allentown, Pa. (Allentown Central Catholic)
Rockville, Md. (Our Lady of Good Counsel)
Redwood City, Calif. (Carlmont)

Valparaiso, Ind. (Valparaiso)

Rowlett, Texas (Rowlett)

Encinitas, Calif. (Santa Fe Christian)
Lancaster, Pa. (Hempfield)

Charlotte, N.C. (South Mecklenburg)
Springfield, Va. (Bishop Denis J. O'Connell)
Pleasanton, Calif. (Foothill)

Woodbridge, Va. (Forest Park)

Yorktown, Va. (Grafton)

Geneva, Fla. (Oviedo)

2008 SEASON SUPERLATIVES

By Kills...
Leading in Kills
Trailing in Kills
Tied in Kills

By Digs...
Leading in Digs
Trailing in Digs
Tied in Digs

By Attack Percentage...
Leading in Attack % ...
Trailing in Attack %
Tied in Attack %

By Blocks...
Leading in Blocks
Trailing in Blocks
Tied in Blocks

By Months...
In August
In September
In October
In November

Longest Winning Streak

Longest Losing Streak

Current Streak
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Preseason Rankings - The ACC picked
Virginia Tech to finish eighth in the conference.
The Hokies tied for eighth last season with
Miami and Boston College, with an 8-14 record
in conference and a 14-18 posting overall.

Opponent Coaching Carousel - Four of
Virginia Tech’s opponents this year will be
breaking in new coaches. Robert Puliza takes
over Arkansas’ coaching position, vacated
by Chris Poole, who left for Florida State. Tim
Hormsmon replaced long-time coach Janice
Kruger at Maryland, and Lee Maes was tabbed
for the coaching vacancy at Virginia.

First Meetings - The Hokies will have their
first meetings ever with four opponents this
year, including their first two adversaries of the
season, Maryland-Eastern Shore and Winston-
Salem State. Tech will also match up with Lamar
and Arkansas for the first time in the program'’s
history. Arkansas is one of only two SEC schools
Tech has never played, the other is Vanderbilt.

Roster Breakdown
By Class
Seniors

Juniors
ovan, Gergen, Horowitz,
Lang, Parrish
Sophomores
Wengrenovi
Freshmen
Blasingame, Blue, Emanuele, Higareda
Leaser, Record, Wiker, Woody

Pronunciation Guide
Emanuele
Higareda
Mufoz....
Wengrenovich

.willow-bee
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CSTV/AVCA COACHES
TOP 25 POLL

Points
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2007 2007
Record Rank

School

SCOUTING THETOURNAMENT

Lady Hawks Series - This is the first
meeting between the Hokies and the Lady

Hawks.

Chanticleers Series - Tech is 2-1 overall
against the Chanticleers, with the only loss
coming in the teams’last meeting in 2002, 2-3.
Coastal Carolina won the first two sets, but the
Hokies battled back to capture the next two and

Rams Series - This is the first meeting

1498 between the Hokies and the Rams.

1431
1360
1229
1214

Penn State (59)
Stanford

Texas

usc

California

34-2 1
32-3 P
27-4
29-5
26-8

force a fifth set. The Chanticleers thwarted the
Hokies’ comeback though, taking the deciding
stanza 12-15.Tech’s two previous wins came by

way of sweeps in 1991 and 1989.

UCLA
Nebraska (1)
Florida
Washington
Cal Poly
Oregon

Hawaii
Wisconsin
Kansas State
Middle Tenn. St.
Minnesota
Colorado State
lowa State
Clemson

BYU

LSU

San Diego
New Mexico St.
Long Beach St.
Purdue

1188
1161
1025
944
849
797
781
765
665
479
446
363
328
303
292
276
271
229
220
190

23-11

30-2

29-3

27-4 10
23-8 11
22-11 9
27-6 18
26-5 14
23-9 16
35-3 15
18-13 NR
23-8 NR
19-14 17
29-4 22
24-8 20
25-8 NR
AR: 25
26-6 21
26-7 23
19-14 NR

VoNOTULTAWN =

team.
Riley guided a young Tech squad to
@ 14-18 record overall last season, and a

in the conference. Riley led the group to
the program’s 550th victory, coming over
\Wake Forest on Oct. 20th, and its second-

Hokie Invitational.
Under Riley, the Hokies earned Virgin

total blocks as a team in 2007. Freshman
standout Felicia Willoughby flourished wi
Riley’s direction, having one of the best

set a Tech record with 172 total blocks on

Others Receiving Votes and appearing on two

or more ballots: St. John's 180; Michigan 177; Conf.

11-5
13-2
9-7
14-0
13-1
14-4
11-11
8-14
91-44

Pct.
455
.875
697
.806
735
.800
.548
438
.670

Pct.
.688
.867
563
1.00
929
778
.500
.363
.674

Year
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
Total

55; Utah 45; lllinois 44; Missouri 42; Tulane 38;
Arizona 31; Duke 18; Kentucky 16; Oklahoma

15; Wichita State 14; Georgia Tech 8; Western

Kentucky 6.

8-14 mark in the ACC, tying for eighth place

consecutive sweep of the Hawthorn Suites

ITech records with 611 block assists and 394.5

seasons ever for a Hokie rookie. Willoughby

season, ranking 1st in the ACC and 11th in the

THE RILEY FILE

Chris Riley is entering his third season
las head coach of the Virginia Tech volleyball

nation. Willoughby also broke a Hokie
record with 143 block assists.

In 2006, Riley led the team to its best
finish since joining the ACC. The Hokies
finished with a 17-14 overall record, their
first winning season since 2002, and
fourth in the past 14 years. Tech won a
school-record 11 conference matches,
including season sweeps of the 2005 Co-
ACC Champions and NCAA Tournament
participants, Maryland and UNC.

Prior to coming to Tech, Riley
spent six seasons at Towson
University, where he led the team to
five straight 20-win seasons, three
Colonial Athletic Association regular
season championships, the 2004 CAA
tournament championship and the 2004
NCAA Tournament.

ia

th

the

Finish Conference
4th  America East
1st America East
4th CAA
1st CAA
1st (@.V.
3rd CAA
6th ACC

t8th ACC
-- NA

Home Away Neutral
8-4

WHAT IS A HOKIE, ANYWAY?

That's the most often-asked question in Virginia Tech athletics. The answer leads all the way
back to 1896 when Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College changed its name to Virginia
Polytechnic Institute. With the change came the necessity for writing a new cheer and a contest
for such a purpose was held by the student body.

Senior O.M. Stull won first prize for his “Hokie” yell which still is used today. Later, when
asked if “Hokie” had any special meaning, Stull explained the word was solely the product of his
imagination and was used only as an attention-getter for his yell. It soon became a nickname
for all Tech teams and for those people loyal to Tech athletics. The official school colors
— Chicago maroon and burnt orange — also were introduced in 1896. They were chosen
because they made a “unique combination” not worn elsewhere at the time.

JUST VIRGINIA TECH, PLEASE

While the full name of the school is Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University,
the school is commonly referred to as “Virginia Tech”.

Founded in 1872 as Virginia Agriculture and Mechanical College, the university
changed its name to Virginia Polytechnic Institute in 1896.

Fans of the athletic department, as well as media covering the Hokies, shortened the
name to VP, but it eventually became Virginia Tech.

The “State University” was added to bring the official title to what it is today.

Those covering Hokie athletics are asked to refer to the university as simply “Virginia
Tech” Virginia Tech University, VPl and SU, VPI&SU, VT or VA Tech are not recognized names
and should not be used.

FOLLOWING THE HOKIES

Fans and media can keep up with the Hokies via the
Internet with live stats. At all home matches, and select
away matches, play-by-play, up-to-date box scores and
stats can be accessed by clicking the live stats link on
Tech's home page:

http://www.hokiesports.com/volleyball/live

Jerry Massey will once again provide a free audio
broadcast from select home and road matches and can
be found on hokietv.com.

Fans will also be able to watch select home and
away contests thanks to a new broadband network
called ACC Select. Hokie fans can visit vt.accselect.com
to sign up or view a schedule of events.

Fans can watch events live or on-demand on a
per-event basis ($3.99 per event) or with an all-event
pass which will allow unlimited access to Virginia
Tech events and will allow Hokie fans to check the
competition throughout the ACC.

The all-event pass will premiere at a charter price of
per month

) L
LIVE ON HOKIETV.COM

...Noon

.7 p.m.

.7 p.m.

.6 p.m.

. . .7 p.m.

... WAKE FOREST ... 7 p.m.
DUKE 6 p.m.
................... FLORIDA STATE ......coouvurreveneee 7 .M.
MIAMI 7 p.m.
....NORTH CAROLINA... 6 p.m.
BOSTON COLLEGE .3 p.m.
..MARYLAND...... 6 p.m.
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CAREER AND SEASON HIGHS

Career Kristen Cunningham  2008season |cCareer Felicia Willoughby 2008 Season
20, Clemson (11/3/07) Kills 16, twice Kills -
42, Clemson (11/3/07) cueeeeeeeerrennrens Attempts 34, at Maryland (11/17/07)..ccccuveceee.. Attempts -
.800, Boston College (10/6/07) Pct. 667, vs. Cincinnati (9/8/07) Pct -
4, at Georgia Tech (9/29/07)........... Service Aces 3, twice Service Aces -
8, vs. NJIT (9/1/07) Digs 1, eight times Assists -
3, vs. American (11/27/04)* BS 8, twice Digs -
11, Georgia Tech (11/2/07) BA 5, at Miami (10/27/07) BS -
12, Georgia Tech (11/2/07) TB 10, William & Mary (8/24/07) BA -
* - while at University of Kentucky | 11, William & Mary (8/24/07) TB -
Career Gemma Donovan 2008season (Alison Blasingame career Kirsty Blue Career
1, six times Assists - |Kills - Kills
16, Appalachian State (9/9/06) Digs - |Attempts - Attempts
o Pct. - Pct.
Career Jill Gergen 2008 Season |Service Aces - Service Aces
1, twice Kills - |Assists - Assists
2, four times... Attempts - |Digs - Digs
1.000, twice Pct. - |BS - BS
4 at Boston College (11/16/07)..... Service Aces - |BA - BA
3, twice Assists - |TB - TB
22,VCU (8/24/07) Digs - . . .
. Jessica Emanuele career Kirsten Higareda caree
Career Betsy Horowitz 2008 Season [Kills - Kills
18, at Miami (10/27/07) Kills - |Attempts - Attempts
38, twice Attempts - |Pct. - Pct.
1.000, twice Pct. - |Service Aces - Service Aces
11, Virginia (10/9/07) Digs - |Assists - Assists
3, Wake Forest (11/21/07) BS Digs - Digs
7, Georgia Tech (11/2/07) BA - |IBS - BS
9, Wake Forest (11/21/07) B - |BA - BA
. 8 - T8
Career Michelle Lang 2008 Season . .
7, Miami (10/4/06) Kills . |Erin Leaser career Justine Record Career
17, three timeS ...vveereeercrersrerserssne Attempts - [Kills - Kills
667, at East Carolina (8/26/06) Pct. - |Attempts - Attempts
5, at Georgia Tech (11/24/06)......... Service Aces - |Pet. - Pet.
64, Wake Forest (11/18/06) Assists - [Service Aces - Service Aces
18, vs. Arizona State (9/2/06) Digs - |Assists - Assists
3, twice BS - |Digs - Digs
9, Wake Forest (11/18/06) BA - |IBS - BS
9, twice TB - |BA - BA
. 8 - T8
Career Sarah Munoz 2008 Season . . .
21, Clemson (10/22/06) Kills - [Jennifer Wiker  career JessicaWoody career
68, Appalachian State (9/9/06)........ Attempts - |Kills - Kills
483, NC State (9/22/06) Pct. - |Attempts - Attempts
3, fIVE TIMES.ernereeeeereseeseersssesssesnnes Service Aces - |Pct. - Pt
4, at Auburn (9/2/06) Assists - |Service Aces - Service Aces
22, vs. North Colorado (9/17/05).......... Digs - |Assists - Assists
2, Wake Forest (11/18/06) BS - |Digs - Digs
4, at Florida State (10/26/07) BA - |IBS - BS
5, at Florida State (10/26/07) B - |[BA - BA
. B - TB
Career Taylor Parrish 2008 Season
24, Boston College (11/3/06) Kills - |Program History Team 2008 Season
69, William & Mary (8/24/07) ............ Attempts - |97, twice Kills -
400, George Washington (9/8/06).......Pct. - 1272 vs.So. Miss. (11/7/92).cccccerene Attempts -
3, twice Service Aces - |.688 vs. Coppin St. (9/12/98) Pct -
3, twice Assists - |22 vs. Davidson (9/8/89) .......cco.uu... Service Aces -
24, twice Digs - |90 vs. Liberty (10/17/00) Assists -
3, North Carolina (9/21/06) BS - | 143 vs. South Florida (10/14/94)........... Digs -
6, vs. Cincinnati (9/8/07) BA - |13, twice BS -
6, three times TB - |42, vs. West Virginia (10/5/01) BA -
. 22, twice TB -
Career Amy Wengrenovich 2008 Season
15, vs. Fairfield (8/31/07) Kills -
37,VCU (8/24/07).curverrremrrrsrrrnsrssrenneen Attempts -
.500, Boston College (9/6/07) Pct. -
3, twice Service Aces -
3, four times Assists -
22,VCU (8/24/07) Digs -
5, William & Mary (8/24/07) BA -
5, William & Mary (8/24/07) TB -
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